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To Food and Drug Administration
AttIKDockets ManagementBranch(HFA-3Q5)
Fax#(301) 594-1831

From kunes IL Kiserk, and LauraPhipps
(Pleasewmfirntrsceipt of fkxat (S50)562-3409

Re Docketsnwnbcr9SN-1230, %P-0418 and97F-0197

The FDA was petitionedin Apri!19MIto banforcedmoltingof hens{otnanipulatcegg
production This petitionshouldhegrantedwithoutfbrtherdelay.

The FDA should ad immediatelyto prohibitthe pmet.iceof fore-edmoltingbecause it has
been seicntifkally Bhown to promotediseaseby dcstroyi~ the stmvingIKIM’immune
systems.

The US Departmentof Agriculture’sFOOLSafetyand lkspectionServieebaastated
“FSIS recognizesthat public healthconcernsw raisedby highlystressfd forced mdtiig
praetioes. For example,extendedstwvationand waterdeprivationpracticeslead to
km-easedsheddingof salmonella enteritisby layinghens subjectedto them practices.”

Forced moItingof laying hens is a primarycauseof infectiousdiseasesin henq egg$ and
cortsutnersof eggs. It is not only cruel, it is detrimentalto the hd.h of consumers,
whichFDA is mandatedto proted.

it is not enough to pk bacterialabelson egg cartonsand regulateegg re5igeration
Temperatures,beatuse these practicescannotovercomethe negativecfFectsof forced
riding of fayinghens.

It is within the jurisdictionand responsibilityof FM to ban fkrmpmctioessuch as forced
rooking of layinghens that injurehumanhealth,

Failure to ban forcedmoltingof [ayinghens constitutestiminal w@ienee on the part of
F13~ aod can on!ybe H as capitulationto the greed of the poultry industry.
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